Tue BILL, permitting the Jews to be Naturalized 
by Parliament, having been miſrepreſented inthe 
London Gazetteer, of Friday the 18th May; and 
probably having never been read either by the Au- 
© thor of that Paper, or by ſeveral others who have 
ſince ſjgned a Petition, which that Paper was cal- 
culated to ſupport : To remove thoſe falſe Impre/- 
ſions, the following ſhort, but true, State of Fatts 

zs ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Public. 


N 1610, an Act of Parliament paſſed, requiring Perſons, who 
1 ſhould apply to be Naturalized, to take the Sacrament, and 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy—The Objects of this 
Law, at the time it was made, were the Roman Catholics—there 
were no Fews at that time in England. | 
All that is intended by the preſent Bill, is a partial Repeal of 
this Law, with reſpect to the Feros; and, for that Purpoſe, the 
Bill Enacts, That the Parliament may, if they think proper, Na- 
turalize — without their taking the Sacrament. | 
This Proviſion goes only to Ferus born abroad; all Fews born 
here are, to every Intent, natural-born Subjects; and, as ſuch, 
without the Aid of this Bill, have, at this time, as they had Five 
Hundred Vears ago, a Right by Law to purchaſe real Ettates, to 
them and their Heirs, in like manner as any other Subject T bis 
will not be diſputed The public Records from King Henry II. 
prove it beyond a Doubt. | EP”... 
As therefore the Bill gives to the Jew, to be Naturalized, no 
new or greater Privileges than what every Few born in England, 
at preſent, by Law enjoys, it ſeems hard to aſſign a good —_— 
| e ES, why 


* 5 
— 0 . 


why the Parliament may not be ſafely intruſted with the Power 
of Naturalizing foreign Jews, if they ſhall think proper. 
This is all the Bill does in fayour of the apt but it goes far- 
ther, and, per Contra, abridges the natural Right of every Few 
born here; for the Bill very prudently declares all Fews, for. the 
future, incapable of purchafing, or inheriting, any Advowſons,, 
or Rights of Patronage, or Preſentation to any Benefice, Pre- 
bend, or other Eccleſiaſtical Living or Promotion, School, Ho- 
fpital, or Donative. _ | k 
What is propoſed by the former Part of the Bill, is not new ; 
it being leſs than what has been done by the Legiflature on 
ſeveral former Occaſions, without any Clamour made againſt it, 
or any bad Effects attending it. 1 
In 1740, an Act paſſed, in Conſequence whereof ſeveral Hun- 
dred Jews, who have reſided Seven Years in the American Co- 
Jonies, or who ſerved as Mariners, during the War, "Two Years 
in Britiſb Ships, are become natural- born Subjects of Great Bri- 
tain, without taking the Sacrament. | | 
It is the Spirit and Intention, and, I make no doubt, it will 
be the certain Conſequence and Effects, of the preſent Bill, to 
encourage rich Jetus, who live in foreign Countries, to remove, 
with their Subſtance, and ſettle here, inflead of France or Hol- 
land. | 
In thus Naturalizing foreign Jews, we do What the Prudence 
of the French Nation hath: done for more than two Centuries ; 
with this only Difference, that the French extend it to all that 
come, to the Poor equally with the Rich, without Diſtinction: 
Whereas the Object of the preſent Bill is confined to Perſons 
of Subſtance and Property only. | 
Henry II. of France, in 1550, by his Letters Patents, declared 
the 7Zews capable to purchaſe, inherit, and enjoy, real Eftates 
in France, comme de vrais Regnicoles, ct Sujets de Roi. Henry 
III. in 1574, Louis XIV. in 1656, and Louis XV. in 1723, and 
1728, renewed and confirmed this Privilege, ſans que les Fuifs 
foient tenus de prendre aucunes Lettres de Naturalite. | 
The Share Foreigners, and, among them, the Fews, have in 
the public Debt of this Kingdom, is very conſiderable; the 
- Dividends whereof are either annually remitted to Foreigners 
abroad, who contribute nothing to the Expence of this Govern- 
ment, or are laid out in increaſing their Mortgage upon us 
Good Policy, therefore, directs us to put every honeſt and pru- 
| de 
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dent Expedient in Practice, that may induce or allure the foreign 


Proprietors of this large Debt to follow their Property, and ex- 


pend the Dividends and Income of it here. 
There are other Conſiderations, that make the Naturalization 
of Fews preferable to that of moſt other Foreigners—Such as, 
their ſupporting their own Poor ; their having no Country of their 


own to retire to, after acquiring Eſtates. here, or in favour of 


which they might be induced to carry on their Trade, under the 


Umbrage of Naturalization. 


Under theſe Circumſtances, when a ſmall Part only of the 


Traders of this great Metropolis (and many of them, probably, 


through Miſtake, Impoſition, or Miſrepreſentation) have been 
prevailed on to ſign a Petition to Parliament, againft the Bill in 
Queſtion, it muſt be deciſive as to the Point ¶ hat is the Opi- 
nion and Fudgment 7 Merchants and Traders in general concern- 
ing the Utility of the Bill—when it ſhall appear, that the Peti- 
tions in favour of the Bill are ſigned by the greateſt Number of 
the moſt eminent and extenſive Merchants, Traders, and Ma- 
nuſacturers, that hath been known on any former Occaſion; 
and the Reaſons they give why they hope the Bill may pals, 
are, * That it will encourage Perſons of Wealth and Sub- 
< flance to remove, with their Effects, from foreign Parts in- 
to this Kingdom; the greateſt Part of which, agreeable to 
the Experience of former Times, will be employed by them 
in foreign Trade and Commerce, in increaſing the Shipping, 
and encouraging the Exportation of the Woollen and other 
ManufaQture of this Kingdom; of which the Jews have, for 

many Years, exported great Quantities.” 
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